
MAY 13, 2026 - MEMBERSHIP MINUTES CHAVES COUNTY HEALTH COUNCIL       Called to order at 12:00pm 
Attendees: ZOOM   NON-MEMBERS ZOOM+NON-MEMBER 

Maura Schanefelt Maria Navarro Daniel Cederberg Laura Olivas 
Nadia Najara Cecelia Fisher Gino Sanchez Vanessa Garcia 
Russ Wood Tiffany Baily Sonia Bolanos Bruce Burleson 
Paula Camp Cecilia Contreras Marty Garcia Evangelina Guerrero 
Loretta Huerta Samuel Itie Dan Jennings Becky Joyce 
Sharon Lara Claudia Lopez Yesenia Lopez Cassius Loya 
Jeneva Martinez Nereida Martinez James Mason Carolyn Ortega 
Joann Palomino Maricelda Pisana Carlos Sanchez Jennifer Smith 
Danielle Andrade Joe Ward   
MEMBERSHIP:  FY26 BEGINNING MEMBERSHIP: 95   CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 140 
CONSENT AGENDA: The previous meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. 
HEALTH COUNCIL ACTIVITIES  

o Behavioral Health & Wellness –  The committee completed Sequential Intercept Mapping (SIM) work for youth 
and adult behavioral health, substance use, and justice-related services. Findings were incorporated into regional 
planning discussions for Senate Bill 3 behavioral health funding across Chaves, Eddy, and Lea Counties. Final 
recommendations were being prepared for submission to the State. 

o Together with Veterans – Updates included promotion of quarterly QPR suicide prevention training, recognition 
of a successful Roswell Honda Classic fundraiser, and continued planning for support of the Health Expo and 
October Homeless Veteran Stand Down. 

o Health Expo -  Planning continued for the August 1 Health Expo, with emphasis on early booth registration, 
sponsorship recruitment, and expanded partnership efforts that are expected to increase attendance and vendor 
demand. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (COMMUNITY UPDATES)  
Maria.Navarro.­ .Parents.as.Teachers.―.Family.Support.Program 
Mariana shared updates on a virtual home visiting program serving all of New Mexico focused on first-time parents from 
pregnancy through age 3. Families who have not previously raised children in the U.S., foster families, and parents 
restarting after a long gap may also qualify. Services are free, include translation support and phones when needed, and 
referrals receive rapid follow-up with outreach beginning within hours and services launched quickly after intake. 

Maura.Schanefelt.­ .LifeHouse.Roswell 
Mara introduced LifeHouse’s expansion into Roswell as a Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC) 
located near the Roswell Air Center. Current operations had launched community crisis response services, while 
recruitment continued for therapists, peers, case management, outpatient treatment, and group services. Additional 
behavioral health programming was expected to phase in over the coming months as staffing increased. 

Marty.Garcia.­ .Wings.for.Life 
Marty provided an update on Wings for Life’s six active youth and family programs focused on strengthening children and 
families across the community. Services include an elementary leadership program currently reaching approximately 210 
youth each week, middle school resiliency programming, parenting education and support, parent-child court-related 
services, and early childhood development initiatives. Across all programs, Wings for Life emphasizes building leadership 
skills, empathy, resilience, healthy decision-making, positive relationships, and stronger family support systems to help 
prepare youth and families for long-term success. 

Becky.Joyce.™ .Paula.Camp.­ .Healthy.Kids.Chaves.County 
Becky discussed physical activity initiatives including school walking programs and healthy fundraising alternatives to 
encourage youth wellness. Paula highlighted nutrition efforts promoting New Mexico-grown foods in school cafeterias, 
including student voting on meals and cafeteria celebration events in Lake Arthur, Hagerman, and Dexter. 

Samuel.Itie.­ .SIP.Wellness.Solutions 
Sandra introduced psychiatric and family medicine services with emphasis on telehealth behavioral health access, helping 
reduce transportation barriers. Services included psychiatric medication management, behavioral health support, and 
referral coordination across New Mexico and Texas. 

Carlos.Sanchez.™ .James.Mason.­ .Big.Brothers.Big.Sisters.of.Southeastern.New.Mexico 
Carlos and James described their one-to-one youth mentoring program serving children ages 5–18. Their current focus is 
expanding community visibility, recruiting volunteers, and increasing participation through community events and 
partnerships. 
 



Loretta.Huerta.­ .Road.to.Recovery 
Loretta shared outcomes from the recent community race and proposed development of a student-focused prevention and 
awareness expo model for Roswell. The concept would combine youth engagement, prevention education, experiential 
activities, parent education, and behavioral health awareness to help students make informed decisions.  

Carolyn.Ortega.­ .Adult.Protective.Services 
Carolyn provided an overview of APS services investigating abuse, neglect, and exploitation of vulnerable adults in Chaves 
and Lincoln Counties and shared staffing updates with additional investigator capacity expected soon. 

Joann.Palomino.­ .Health.Office.―.Opioid.Response 
Joann announced availability of medications for opioid use disorder (MOUD) across Southeast New Mexico and 
encouraged referrals for individuals seeking treatment and recovery support. 

Claudia.Lopez.™ .Team.­ .CASA.Kids.Family.Resource.Center 
Claudia provided updates on services through the CASA Kids Family Resource Center, noting that the organization 
continues operating from 500 N Main while preparing for a future relocation. The team remains available to assist families 
with utility assistance, rent support, and other family resource needs, with services accessible both in person and 
remotely. CASA Kids has also expanded availability into Hagerman to improve access across Chaves County. In addition, 
Claudia announced the launch of a car seat distribution and installation program supported by certified technicians to 
improve child passenger safety, with financial assistance available for qualifying families. Upcoming programming includes 
nutrition education classes, financial literacy activities, and additional community outreach events designed to strengthen 
family stability and access to resources. 

Cassius.Loya.­ .New.Mexico.Division.of.Vocational.Rehabilitation.(NMDVR) 
Cassius shared an overview of services available through the New Mexico Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, 
emphasizing that all services are provided at no cost to eligible individuals with disabilities. NMDVR supports individuals 
through education and employment planning, business startup assistance, career development, and connections to 
workforce opportunities. Cassius also highlighted services available to employers, including training on ADA compliance, 
workplace accommodations, assistive technology, ergonomic assessments, cultural competency, and unconscious bias 
awareness. The program serves individuals with both visible and invisible disabilities, including behavioral health 
conditions such as PTSD, ADHD, depression, and other conditions that may impact employment and educational success. 

Dani.Andrade.­ .Department.of.Veterans.Services.―.Together.With.Veterans 
Dani provided updates on services available through the New Mexico Department of Veterans Services and the Together 
With Veterans initiative. She highlighted ongoing support for veterans and their families through VA and state benefits 
enrollment assistance, including help accessing healthcare, compensation, survivor benefits, and other entitled services. 
Dani also shared that the office continues processing property tax exemption certificates, assisting with Lifetime Parks 
Pass applications, and coordinating additional veteran benefit programs locally. Through Together With Veterans, efforts 
remain focused on suicide prevention, education, outreach, and connecting veterans and families to community resources 
and support systems, with the goal of improving access and reducing barriers to care across Chaves County. 

Kerry.Moore.­ .Chaves.County.Housing.―.Community.Updates 
Kerry provided updates on several housing and prevention initiatives underway in Chaves County and the region. A Narcan 
Train-the-Trainer event was scheduled for May 21 to expand local overdose prevention capacity and increase community-
based trainers. Kerry also reported progress on the Rehab-to-Rental pilot program, an innovative housing initiative focused 
on rehabilitating previously vacant and deteriorated homes into affordable rental units, with four homes nearing 
completion and a long-term goal of reaching 27 rehabilitated homes across Southeastern New Mexico. In addition, Kerry 
shared plans to explore development of a Rural Housing Alliance to strengthen advocacy efforts, improve access to 
housing resources, and increase rural representation in statewide housing funding and policy discussions. 
 

GIFT CARD DRAWING – Winner: Maura Schanefelt 
NEXT MEETING TIMES & DATES – June 10, 2026 


